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derived from the Sanskrit Rapisasthala, that is, "Wine-land,
or the Tavern," which would be a natural epithet for the
country of- the Sur&kusas, or "wine-bibbers." Similarly I
would explain Oxudraka as Asuraka, or the "Demons/1

The doubt now arises whether Sur&ka, or "the drinkers/'
can have been the true name of this people. Arrian1 places
the Oxudraka at the junction of the Hydaspes and Akesines,
where Curtius locates the Sobii, Diodorus the /fee, and Strabo
the Siba. The only explanation of this discrepancy that I can
suggest is, the probable confusion between the name of Sobii,
or Chobiya, of Ferishta,2 and that of Sara, or Suraka. The
former was the name of the subjects of Sopeithes, or Sophytes,
whose rule extended over the Salt Range of mountains above
the junction of the Hydaspes and Akesines. The latter name
I would refer to Shorkot, which I have already identified with
Alexandria Soriane. It is still the capital of the district of
Shor, which lies just below the junction of the Hydaspes and
Akesines The Sobiif therefore, were the immediate neighbours
of the Sorii, the former people occupying the country above
the confluence of the rivers, and the latter the country just
below it.

This location of the Sorii, or Surdkas, explains the state-
ment of Arrian3 that the Ktihai, were allies of the Oxudrakcs
and Malii. They were neighbouring nations, who were gene-
rally at war with each other, but were always ready to join
against a common enemy.

Pliny places the limit of Alexander's'career in the territory
of the Sudrakas, "in Sudracis expeditio Alexandri termino/'4
and the altars on the opposite bank of the Hyphasis, or Biis
river. From this point to the river Sydrus, that is the
Htsidrvs, or Satlej, he makes the distance 168 Roman, or
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